Promoting Voter Registration:
A Tip Sheet for Child Care Providers

We’re very pleased you are interested in helping your staff and parents to care about voting and to register to vote! Here are some ideas for how to promote voter registration at your site. It’s easy to do, and you can choose from these options:

Good: Provide information on voter registration to your staff and parents.
· Post the “Remember to Vote” flyer with this year’s election dates in a prominent place.

· Distribute the “Why Vote” and “Voters Bill of Rights” handouts, and one voter registration form per person that may be filled out and mailed in by the person who is registering.

Better: Pick a date to host a simple voter registration table at your site.

· A few weeks in advance, distribute the handouts (except for the voter registration form) and post the “teddy bear” flyer with the date of your registration table. 

· Read through the enclosed materials including the Citizen’s Guide to Voting and the Six Steps to Voter Registration to make sure you know how to fill out the registration form and be able to answer some questions that may come up. 

· The day of the event, wear your t-shirt! 

· Set up a table with voter registration forms and related information so parents can easily fill out a form and deposit it in the box just after dropping off or before picking up children.

· Deliver the registration forms WITHIN 10 DAYS of being filled out to your county clerk’s office (only if everyone lives in the same county), or mail them together to the secretary of state’s office.

· Put out the Voter Registration Reminder List at your table for people to write down their information to receive reminders about the upcoming election.

Best: Schedule your event the week of September 29 and staff your table.
· That’s when we’re suggesting child care sites all across the state conduct voter registration in time for the October 14 deadline to register in advance for the general Election November 4, 2008. 

· Staffing your table signifies your commitment to voting and to helping others participate in the political process at this grassroots level.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us at 612-455-1055 (Kris at x20, krisccw@gmail.com or Jess at x12, jluce@childcareworks.org). We are happy to help! 

Our goal is to register 2,000 new voters who care about children and child care. Many elections are decided by a small number of votes. 

Your vote is your voice—and your children’s voice!

